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Germany, but geography combined with the Anglo-
Turkish treaty prevents this interest from materializing
for the present.
The naval harbours of Greece create her "political
importance, for their control may well be decisive in
any Mediterranean conflict. It is therefore from the
Italian point of view that the Axis Powers are con-
cerned with Greece. Backed by the Anglo-Turkish
Treaty, the Franco-British guarantee of April i3th to
Greece became a serious "No Further55 spoken to
Italy after the rape of Albania; it is said that signs of
extraordinary Italian activity at Rhodes spurred the
Turks on to their agreement with Britain.1 The
question must now be considered of Italy's role in
Germany's game. In 1936 Italy conquered Abyssinia
at the price of becoming a German dependency.
Apart from official declarations the Germans and
Italians, each using a rather different tone perhaps, are
more and more willing to admit this to be true. What-
ever their censored newspapers may say, the Italians
know that anti-Semitic legislation was forced upon
them from Germany. They dislike large numbers of
German officers and technicians in Italy instead of
tourists from the West with money to spend. Many
of them, especially those in North Italy, believe that
Mussolini betrayed their interests when he condoned
the German occupation of Austria. Among other
things the Anschluss diverted nearly 200,000 tons
of Austrian exports from Trieste and led to a state
of affairs in which nearly 80 per cent, of the trade
of that port is now under German control, and Ger-
1 See W. Duranty, "The Soviet Standpoint," in the Spectator, May 26th,
1939.